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{anlonul Association of Post Primary Diocesan Advisers
Position Paper 1: Religious Education - Time Allocation

Overview

I?im't-.\’;ln Advisers remind schools to make adequate allowance for Religious
Education (RE) in their timetables.  Schools managed by the Vocational
l-,duvull(‘nml Committees are directed to provide religious instruction “of the
m:d(-r of two hours per week”' Likewise the typical Deeds of Trust and Articles
of Management for Community Schools and Community Colleges refer to the
provision of two hours religious education per week, in accordance with the rites
and practices of the religious denomination to which the student belongs.

In its guidelines the Irish Bishops’ Conference states:

In non-examination classes religious education should be allocated
a minimum of two hours per week. It is not acceptable, for any
reason, that this requirement be reduced in schools where the
education of Catholic students takes place. Boards of Management
and principals should do all in their power to prevent the erosion
of this small number of hours on the timetable. Diocesan Advisers
should also be vigilant on the matter and help management
wherever possible to maintain the requirement.

Two hours, or approximately three classes per week is the minimum amount of
time required for the delivery of both the examination and non-examination
syllabi at Junior and Senior cycles. The catechetical programmes were prepared
with this amount of class-time in mind. Anything less deprives students the
necessary continuity to engage with the material and establish a rapport with the
RE teacher.

When a Whole School Evaluation or RE Subject inspection is conducted by the
Department of Education, confirmation is sought that the school discharges its
obligation to the spiritual and moral formation of the students in its care. We
advise that the Religious Education policy statement refer to the number of
classes it allocates, with respect to this commitment.

In addition to class hours, time should be allowed for regular class, year and
school based liturgies as well as an annual retreat or pilgrimage. In this way
God'’s presence is celebrated as well as understood. We advocate the provision of
regular opportunities for the RE Department to meet as a team as well as the
inclusion of a religious element in staff days.

1Department of Education, “Circular Letter 7/1979: Religious Instruction in Vocational Schools.”

21rish Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Guidelines for the Faith Formation and Development of
Catholic Students. Junior Certificate Religious Education Syllabus. (Dublin: Veritas, 1999), 10
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Points in relation to the time allocation of R.E. in Post-Primary schools:

Share The Good News p. 156 states, "All second-level schools,
encouraging critical thinking across the Curriculum among adolescents and

recognising the multi-faceted world they inhabit, should give significant

time and space to support young people in developing the spiritual and.
moral dimension of their lives. Two hours of Religious Education, that is,
three class periods, is the accepted minimum for all classes at se.cor:ad
level, a time allocation that the Irish Catholic Bishops join in affirming as
the least amount of time that can be considered appropriate. Anything
less is clearly insufficient. These class periods should be taken by )
qualified religious educators, whether or not the class group is sitting a
State certified Religious Education examination. (Share the Good News -
National Directory for Catechesis in Ireland: Irish Episcopal Conference,

2010)

Bishops' Guidelines p.10 states "In non-examination classes religious
education should be allocated a minimum of two hours per week. It is not
acceptable, for any reason, that this requirement be reduced in schools
where the education of Catholic students takes place. Boards of
management and principals should do all in their power to prevent the
erosion of this small number of hours on the timetable." (Guidelines for
the Faith Formation and Development of Catholic Students: The Irish

Catholic Bishops' Conference, 1999)

. The Model Agreement for community schools and designated
colleges states: "The religious worship attended by any pupil at the
school/college and the religious instruction given to any pupil shall
be in accordance with the rites, practice and teaching of the
religious denomination to which the pupil belongs. Religious

pupils in the school (except those who are withdrawn from religious
instruction in accordance with the provisions of sub-clause (i) of
this clause) in each week during which the school is in session."



The Present Situation

Unfortunately many schools do not provide the minimum of two hours Religious
Education per week in their timetables. It is also more likely for students to be
withdrawn for learning support or resource education from an RE class than
from other subjects. In Senior Cycle, Religious Education is sometimes
positioned against other subjects as an option rather than as a core subject.
Some students have no regularly time-tabled RE class. This is not acceptable.

In recent years the curriculum has come under increasing constraints with the
introduction additional subjects and activities. In particular, Social Political and
Health Education (SPHE) and Civil, Social and Political Education{CSPE), because
they overlap with RE in some ways, have encroached on the provision of time for
RE. While related to Religious Education, these subjects are quite distinct and
should not be counted as time in RE. In schools where RE is not a State
examination subject, it is all the more tempting to sacrifice RE classes for the
sake of purely academic achievements. Students deserve preparation for the
spiritual as well as the economic realities of their lives.

Recommendations

o That two hours or at least three classes of religious education be provided as a
core subject for all students each week.

o That students not be withdrawn from RE class for instruction in other subjects.
That provision be made for retreats, masses and other liturgical services.

e That each Bishop occasionally write to remind principals of the importance of
timetabling two hours of Religious Education ecach week as a core subject for
all students.
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