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PREAMBLE
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The Provision of a National Syllabus for Religiouns Education at Post

Primary level,

Over the years. several attempts have been made to draw up a syllabus for Rcll)l'(‘)‘.‘.':
cducation in second level schools. At senior eyele, for example, two sy [labuses ( ! 4
and 1982) were prepared with a view to the inclusion of Religious Education in the
range of subjects examined in the Leaving Certificate programme. These x}llcll‘llt
reflected the contexts out of which they emerged. To a large degree they reflected the
then provision made by the Christian churches for Religious education at second level.
Neither syllabus was adopted. Legal difficulties, and a series of changes in
Government, prevented theirimplementation but it is also true to say that there was little
popular support for the notion of the formal assessment of Religious Education for
national certification PUrposes at that time. Numbers of qualified teachers in the area
were low and in Catholic schools, the impact of the catechetical movement hnd.cr\*a!t\l
an atmosphere in schools. unsympathetic to formal assessment and certification, The
leaders of the Christian churches had, however, established a working party which
prepared the 1982 syllabus. They concluded that the introduction of Religious
Education as a subject for the | caving Certificate was not merely desirable but feasible.

The Changing Context.

o nee the carly 1980°s. In the absence of a state syllabus,
Christian churths have continued to implement their own syllabuses at second level,
Thc number of teachers with qualifications in the arca of Religious Iiduvauqn has
increased. A 1991 survey noted that Just over half (54%) of the respondents had formal

qualiﬁca'tions in Religious Education and 82% of respondents had some qualification in
the area.' It can be assumed that the upward trend in the number of qualified teachers

has continued.
This increase in of the coh

Much has changed in Ireland si

ort of religion teachers reflects new developments in the
provision of theology and philosophy as academic disciplines at third level. An
increasing number of third level institutions now offer courses in these arcas. The study
of these subjects is no longer the preserve of the churches but is of interest to society in
general, an interest reflected in the increasing numbers of lay people enrolled in these
courses.

Alongside this growing interest in the study of theology and philosophy is a changing

pattern in the religious practice and affiliation of the population as a whole. The [99]
census figures show increases in the numbers of people who declared themselves to be

of no religion or members of minority religious groups. Surveys done by the churches
alues and attitudes all point to the fact that

as well as national and European studies of v

in the Ireland of the 1990’s, religion and religious belief has quite a different place from

the position it held in the 70's and 80’s. While there may be a drop in stated affiliation

to the traditional religions Ireland is experiencing experiencing something of the
and the spiritual. The traditional polarisation

European resurgence of interest in religious : . tal,
between the worlds of science and religion is disappearing in a renewed interest in the

origins and nature of life. > .
As a result of these changes and with the emergence of the secular interpretation of life,
ional religious groups, as well as the

and also the growing number of non-traditic . .
communications revolution in Irish society, citizens are now likely to encounter pot
only the Christian traditions but a plurality of religious and non religious interpretations

of life.
Within the Christian traditions there is a new emphasis on the need for dialogue and

mutual understanding. This concern for dialogue is shared by the state,

" Whither Religious Education, Weafer & Hanley. Columba Press 199] . p.23




The Framework Document expresses this concern:
“Both Governments envisage that this new framework should $0IY9
to help heal the divisions among the communities on the island of
Ireland: provide a forum for acknowledging the respective identities
and requirements of the two major traditions: express and enlarge
the mutual acceptance of the validity of those traditions; and promote
understanding and agreement among the people and institutions in
. both parts of the islang.
Itis worth noting that Religious Education is examined at G.C.S.E. and Adv:mccq
Levels in Northemireland and that the Christian churches have an agreed syllabus
which meets the requirements of the core syllabus drawn up by the state.

The Legal Position of Religious Education.

and required that a register of attendance be taken not Just at religious education classes
bpt “at Divine W_or;hnp on Sundays." The special provision was to ensure that children
did not attend religious education of which their parents disapproved, but it is clear that

Religious Instruction is by far the most important, as its subject matter, God’s honour
and service, includes the proper use of all man’s faculties, and affords the most
powerful inducements to their proper use.” The rules reflect the Stanley Letter's
concern for the wishes of the parents and parental approval for religious instruction
must be sought.

Secondary Schools. The Intermediate Education Act (1878) states that “no examination
shall be hcld_ in any subject of religious instruction, nor any payment made in respect

Intermediate Act says does not re state the importance of religion on the curriculum but
does echo its concern that no child was to attend religious insruction of which its
parents disapproved. Interestingly, the “Rules and Programme for Secondary Schools™
(1987/88-1994/95) contain one reference to “religious studies” in the section pertaining
to the Junior Cert. Civies programme. : % i1

“During his religious studues especially, the pupil will have

instilled into him the virtues of charity, honesty, self-sacrifice,

purity and temperance and will acruire a compicte moral code which

will serve as the chief guide of his conduct and the mainspring of his

actions and thinking”. (P.79) .
The Rules therfore assume that religious education does have a place on the curriculum
and assigns it a central role in the moral and ethical development of the Students,

A New Framework For Agreement. A shared understanding between British and
Irish Governments to assist discussion and negotiation involving the Northern Ireland

Parties. para. 38.




Vocauonal Schools. The 1942 Memorandum v.40 dealing with the vocational sector of
education 1s more specific about the requirement to provide refigious education anc
accords it a central place on the curriculum:

* The bulk of lhc.llmc must be allotted to practical subjects

because of the urgency of the economic end for the
young persons for  whom the courses are designed. but
this makes it all the more necessary to safeguard the

general purpose of education which is 1o develop. with
the assistance of God's grace, the whole man with ail

his faculties, natural and supernatural, so that he may realise
his duties and responsibilities as 2 member of society.
thathe may  contribute effectively to the weifare of his

fellow man and by so doing attain the end destined for him
by his Creator."

In summary, the legal basis for the Irish education system at primary and second levei
has always acknowledged the place of religious education in the curricufum.

The Constitution.

The constitution underlines the ri ghts and duties of parents in the provision of education
for the nation’s children. Schools are to assist the parents in their role as the primary
and natural educators of their children. Providin;gd a syllal:us for religious education,
based on educational principles and assessed accorcing to those same principies state i
would support support this right of the parents in this regard. A Religious Educarion
syllabus, based on the educational principles which govern other subject areas_ has 3
legitimate place on the school curriculum Mindful of the rights of parents however.
such a syllabus would be optional. The educational basis for any syllabus ensures

that concems about article 44.2.4 of the constitution on issues of endowment ang
discrimination can be overcome.

Conclusion

iven the social and religious context in which Ireland now finds itself. the stageg
cgmmitment of the Govemmcpt to promote d:alogqe'and mutual 'mdﬂw the
tradition of legislative emphasis on the place of religious education in M it wouid
now appear appropriate that the state take steps to offer 2 syilabus and to provide for irs
assessment and certification.




EDUCATIONAL RATIONALE

The N.C.C.A. works from the following aim of education which has been accepted by
successive Ministers for Education,

“The general aim of education is 1o contribute towards the development

of all  aspects of the individual, including aesthetic, creative, critical,

\"ll{l{lr(ll. emotional, intellec ‘tual, moral, physical, political, social and

spirttual development for personal and family life, for working life,

: Jor living in the community and for leisure.””

It follows that the curriculum of the school should reflect and make provision for the
realisation of these aims.
In the context of this definition, human development is the development of the
awareness of self as separate and unique with the capacity for reflection, imagination
and creauvity ; open to ideas of truth, goodness, and beauty. From earliest times, the
experience of the spiritual and the human search for meaning have frequently found
eXpression in a religious interpretation of life. The history of humanity has been
indelibly marked by the contributions of religious traditions. In Ireland, Christianity is
part of our rich cultural heritage and has played a significant role in shaping our vision
of ourselves, our world and our relationships with others. However, effective
mnc(ioning in an increasingly‘complcx culture demands that individuals have an

While it is the concern of the whole curriculum to promote personal growth and to
facilitate the spiritual development of students, Religious Education is well placed to
provide students with  opportunities for reflection on and understanding and
interpretation of human experience and participation in their own conscious and critical
development.

Religious Education ensures that students are exposed to a broad range of religious
traditions and to the non-religious interpretation of life. It has a particular role to play in
the curriculum in the promotion of tolerance and mutual understanding.It seeks to
develop in students the skills needed to engage in meaningful dialogue with those of
other or of no religious traditions.

Religious Education, in offering opportunities to develop an informed and critical
understanding of the Christian tradition in its historical origins and cultural and social
expressions, should be part of a cum.cult_lm which seeks to promote the critical and
cultural development of the individual in his or her social and personal contexts,

igious Education makes a significant contribution to a curriculum which seeks to
sg:/%ézufor the moral development of students. It introduces a variety of ethical codes
and norms for behaviour. Students are encouraged to engage critically with these mora|
systems in an effort to arrive ata thought - through moral stance which will serye as a
foundation for the decisions they will face as adults and fqr the patterns of. behaviour
and commitment which will mark how they will relate to their local communities and to

the world in general.

. Religious Education can justly claim an integral part of any curriculum
whf:lT al?x:;yto pror%lole the holistic development of the individual for personal and socig|

life.




AIMS.

1. To foster an awareness that the human search for meaning is common to all peoples
of all ages and at aj] times.

2. To explore how this search for meaning has found and continues to find expression
in religion.

3. To identify how religious traditions have contributed to the culture in which we [ive
and continue to have an impact on personal lifestyle._lpler-personal relationships and
relationships between individuals and their communities and contexts.

4. To appreciate the richness of reli gious traditions and to acknowledge the nop-
religious interpretation of life.

$. To contribute to the spiritual and moral development of the student.
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